
All investments involve some level of risk. Understanding the relationship between risk and reward is an important element in 
building your investment portfolio. The bottom line is the higher the risk, the higher the potential return. You need to know your 
objectives, time horizon, and comfort level in order to gauge the appropriate risk for your investments.

This chart highlights the different levels of emotion that can be felt during all aspects of the market cycle.
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Balancing Risk and Reward

Highest Level of Financial Risk
Confidence is high. The markets keep rising. Once you reach 

the top of a bull market, there is only one way to go.

Best Time for Investing
Investors are selling at the bottom of a bear market. This is your 

moment to pick up additional shares before prices start to rise again.
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“I’m pleased with 
my investment.”

“It’s only a 
temporary 
downturn. 

I’m in it for the 
long-term.”

“The market is 
not going in my 

favor .”

“I’m happy 
I stayed 

invested.”



Eagle Strategies LLC (Eagle) is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of New York Life Insurance Company and an 
SEC-registered investment adviser. Registration with the SEC does not imply a certain level of skill or training.  
Eagle investment adviser representatives (IARs) act solely in their capacity as insurance agents of New York Life, 
its affiliates, or other unaffiliated insurance carriers when recommending insurance products and as registered 
representatives when recommending securities through NYLIFE Securities LLC (member FINRA/SIPC), an 
affiliated registered broker-dealer and licensed insurance agency. Investment products are not guaranteed and 
may lose value.  No tax or legal advice is provided by Eagle, its IARs or its affiliates.
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